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From all of us at 
Gualala Arts to all of you, 

may the spirit of joy, love and 
peace fill your hearts  

throughout this hoiday season  
and the coming year.
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A Tale of Three Kings

I know where thoughts go when we think of 
three Kings.  

This December, instead of picturing the three 
wise men on their journey following a brilliant 
star, my mind stays right here in the redwood 
forest at our temple to the arts.

Why you ask???  

The tale began three and a half years ago, June 
24, 2012, when Susan King arrived bearing gifts 
of warm greetings, a sense of calm, quick typing 
on her ergonomic keyboard, insightful wisdom, 
a kind heart and a wonderful organizational 
skill set for the flocks of committees she would 
encounter and lead while reigning as the office 
manager. 

Just shy of two years later on April 14, 2014 the 
second King arrived as the busy season of events 
was well underway. The flocks of volunteers 
needing extra assistance were delighted when 
Sara King brought her positive energy into the 
star filled nights, her event planning experience 
and execution, and her ability to build 
relationships with our many patrons, wineries, 
volunteers and townspeople.

Most recently, with the departure of Mark 
Hancock, our most competent, capable and 
caring Publicity Coordinator migrating north 
towards the light shining on the ocean to lead 
the Point Arena Lighthouse as Executive Director, 
an occurrence of statistical improbability—and 
for this holiday commentary—a metaphorical 
trilogy, came to be. The third King arrived. 

We are excited to have Connie King, Constance 
King Design, consulting with us on publicity, 
marketing, and design. She has years of creative 
experience and is eager to know our Gualala 
Arts family. With a background in the arts 
that includes The Fine Arts Museums of San 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Francisco, Copia, The Museum of Performance 
and Design, and Crocker Art Museum, as well 
as her current work in book publishing, we look 
forward to her contributions to our mission.

Our publicity email remains pr@GualalaArts.org, as 
does the phone number: 707-884-1138 x 15. You 
can reach Connie either way, and she is available 
to meet by appointment for publicity and 
communication needs. She may also be reached 
at 707-823-2683.

And so ... the journey continues into the next 
chapter. As always, we thank each and every 
one for making this adventure and story such 
a memorable and artistic tale for all to cherish, 
now and forever more.

YOU MAKE A DIFFERNCE!!!

David “Sus” Susalla 
Executive Director 

Something for everyone at the Arts Center this month.
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EXhIBITIOnS | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

Let Them Eat Cake

Did Marie-Antoinette really say the infuriating words, 
“Let them eat cake?” Probably not. But we don’t really 
care, because this GUALALA SALON offers no hors d’ 
oeuvres! We will eat cake and drink champagne!

“How can this be?” you ask. The answer: This year, in addition 
to the Fine Art Competition of the Gualala Salon, there is a 
separate Fine Art Cake Contest. Artists will create cakes to be 
judged on artistic merit, not taste. 

And there are awards! First Prize will be $250, Second 
Prize $175 and Third Prize $100. Attendees at the opening 
reception  get to eat cake and wash it down with free 
champagne. 

Let Them  
Eat Cake

December 4–January 8
Burnett Gallery &  
Elaine Jacob Foyer 

Opening Reception: 
Friday, December 4, 5–7 pm
Free

Gualala  
Salon & 
Salon des 
Refusés

Judging the fine art cake competition 
is none other than Jennifer Arana. The 
former owner/operator of Let Them 
Eat Cake, previously based in Gualala, 
Jennifer made special order cakes for 
weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, and 
other special occasions.

Cake photos courtesy of 
Jennifer Arana

The Gualala Salon is made 
possible by the notable 
donations of Jack Chladek, 
Roland Stoughton, Sharon 
Nickodem, and other 
generous sponsors.
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EXhIBITIOnS | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

Gualala Salon & Salon des Refusés

Eating cake is just the “warm up” act for this festive and all-
inclusive exhibit. The “main event,” as always, is the Gualala 
Salon & Salon des Refusés. 

The Salon is a juried and judged fine art show. Its purpose is 
to showcase outstanding visual art and artists without regard 
to the type of media. Three prizes will be awarded for artwork 
in this category: First Place $1,000, Second Place $750, Third 
Place $500.

The original Salon des Refusés, Salon of 
the Rejected, started in Paris in 1863, 
following protests by many artists that 
the hanging committee of the French 
Academy had been too restrictive in its 
selection of work for the annual Salon. 
In that year the Academy rejected 2,800 
paintings submitted for the exhibition. 
Artists, including Manet, Pissarro, Courbet 
and Whistler, were rejected from the 
“official” exhibition because their works 
were considered by the committee too 
subversive and some even thought that 
these artists posed a danger to society.

In those days exhibiting in the Salon 
was one of the only means artists 
had of marketing their work therefore 
exclusion from its annual selling exhibition 
threatened their reputation and livelihood. 
Works rejected by the Academy in 1863 
included Manet’s Déjeuner sur l’Herbe, a 
painting now considered a masterpiece. 
Eventually to quell the furor the emperor 
Napoleon III came to view the rejected 
works and then asked the committee 
to reconsider its selection. When they 
refused, he decreed that the public be 
given the opportunity to view them in a 
rival exhibition and a tradition was born.

Following the tradition of the 19th century Parisian Salon 
des Refusés, when Napoleon III let rejected works be 
exhibited alongside those accepted ones, the Gualala Salon 
incorporates a similar tradition. In this way, all submitted art 
and all artists will be represented in the exhibit.

This year, art submitted for acceptance 
will be judged by Brian Fuller, art dealer, 
creative manager, curator and exhibitions 
consultant. Works selected for the Salon 
will be exhibited in the Burnett Gallery. 
Works “refused” will be exhibited in the 
Elaine Jacob Foyer and throughout the 
Arts Center, where every visitor to the 

exhibition will be asked to vote for their three favorite Salon 
des Refusés pieces. These “People’s Choice Awards” are First 
Place $100, Second Place $75, and Third Place $50.

In addition to the Salon and the Salon des Refusés prizes, 
a special Judges Award of $100 will be awarded for the best 
work by an artist under eighteen years of age. 

Above left: Le Salon de 1824, Françcois-
Joseph Heim; above: Le Déjeuner sur 
l’Herbe, Édouard Manet.
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EXhIBITIOnS | DOLPHIN GALLERY

Dolphin Volunteers  
& Gualala Arts Staff 
Present: 

A Holiday 
Exhibit

Beautiful Exhibit / Perfect holiday Gifts
This festive mid-November through December 2015 Dolphin 
Gallery exhibit features artists who volunteer at the Dolphin 
and staff members of Gualala Arts who support it. Works on 
display are also available for purchase and make exceptional 
holiday gift items.

The Dolphin Gallery
39225 Highway 1 
behind the Post Office  
in downtown Gualala
707-884-3896

Gallery & Store Hours 
April–December 
Daily 10 am–5 pm

January–March
Daily 10 am–4 pm

Closed Thanksgiving  
and Christmas 

Artworks in the exhbit span the mediums of photography, 
ceramics, fiber, jewelry, watercolor, oil painting, glass, 
encaustic and mixed media. Artists represented include Scott 
Chieffo, Sharon Nickodem, Carol Chell, Steve Chell, Barbara 
Dunsmoor, Joyce George, Larain Matheson, Tom Eckles, Walt 
Rush, Charity Mulford, Paul Brewer, Cece Case and Nancy 
Kyle. These artists are some of the many who keep the doors 
to the Dolphin open and provide support to all who display in 
the store and gallery.

Artists, clockwise from top: Tom Eckles, Paul Brewer, Sharon Nickodem, Nancy 
Kyle. Facing Page artists, clockwise: Walt Rush, Arna Means, Jack Webb, Sharon 
Nickodem, Scott Chieffo.

november 21 – December 30
Opening Reception: 
Saturday November 21, 5–7 pm
Free
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EXhIBITIOnS | DOLPHIN GALLERY

A special display this year 
will showcase works by Arna 
Means and Charis Webb, 
who passed on this year, but 
are not forgotten by their 
fellow Dolphin volunteers.

More information about this 
holiday show is available at 
GualalaArts.org; the Dolphin 
Gallery, 707-884-3896; or Gualala 
Arts Center, 707-884-1138.  
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SPECIAL EVEnTS | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

The sound of four and a half 
octaves of handbells and 
chimes will fill the Coleman 
Auditorium with beautiful 
holiday music. Under the 
direction of Jeanne Jackson, 
the bell ringers will perform 
some of your favorite holiday 
pieces, including “Carol  
of the Bells.”

Singing is an important part of 
every bell ringing performance 
and the audience is often invited 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 4 pm
Coleman Auditorium
$10 Advance
$5 More day of performance
17 & under free with adult

Tickets Available
The Dolphin Gallery
Gualala Arts Center
BrownPaperTickets.com

Information
GualalaArts.org
Gualala Arts: 707-884-1138
Jeanne Jackson: 707-884-1761

A Holiday 
Concert for 
the Coast

LOCAL EYES 
PRESENTS

to sing along. Rachel Kritz will 
lead a community sing “Do 
You Hear What I Hear?” Linda 
Bostwick, Rachel Kritz, and 
Sita Milchev will sing “Winter 
Wonderland” in three-part 
harmony and the audience 
will be invited to join them the 
second time through. Cyndy 
Solomon joins the bells on her 
recorder for “Bring a Torch, 
Jeanette, Isabella.”

Two not-to-be missed 
performances will be Eric 
Kritz on clarinet, playing “Just 
a Closer Walk with Thee” and 
Sita Milchev singing “Mary, Did 
you Know?” all accompanied 
by the bell choir.

The Coastal Singers will join in 
this concert, performing four 
pieces and joining with the 
bells on “Silver Bells.”

Above: 2015 Ernest Bloch Bell 
Ringers, photo by Richard Jackson. 
Left: 2015 Coastal Singers by Stee 
McLaughlin

Director: Laura Leigh  •  Musical Director: Don 
Krieger

Ernest Bloch Bell Ringers 
& Friends
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SPECIAL EVEnTS | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

This joyful Christmas concert includes a rich lineup of 
performers and includes the first-ever living nativity with 
children ages two though thirteen. 

Under the artful guidance of director Laura Leigh and musical 
director Don Krieger, Christmas carolers will sing many 
well known carols. Featured soloists are Shayla Buechner, 
Pat Wilson, Bryn Harris, Lily McFarland, Dale Farina, Laurie 
Krieger, and Sam Parsons. Bernadette Smith, Scott Ignacio, 
and Jennifer Spangler will also be singing holiday songs.

This concert will focus on celebrating the holidays and is kid-
friendly, so a short hour-long program is planned. Everyone is 
welcome!

Brownies and candy canes donated by Art Edibles, and 
hot chocolate and apple juice donated by Gualala Arts will 
be offered in the foyer after the show. Many community 
members are bringing cookies to share. Santa Claus will be 
there too!

This event is sure to be a fun-filled celebration of Christmas 
joy! Bring your family and meet your friends at the Gualala 
Arts Center for “A Christmas Treasury of Song!”

Sunday, Dec 20, 4 pm
Coleman Auditorium
$10 Adults
$5 Youth 17 & under
$5 More day of performance
17 & Under free with adult

Tickets Available
The Dolphin Gallery
Gualala Arts Center
BrownPaperTickets.com

Information
GualalaArts.org
Gualala Arts: 707-884-1138

A Christmas 
Treasury of 
Song

LOCAL EYES 
PRESENTS

A Show for the Entire Family
With a Living Nativity • Carolers and Soloists • And Santa!
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SPECIAL EVEnTS | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

LOCAL EYES  
PRESENTS

Nine Lessons 
and Carols

Thursday, Dec. 24, 5–6 pm
Coleman Auditorium
Free, donations to benefit South 
Coast Crisis Aid welcomed

Information
GualalaArts.org
Gualala Arts: 707-884-1138

Seating at the Gualala Arts Center 
is limited and traditionally fills 
up. Everyone is encouraged to 
arrive early and bring a flashlight 
for your safe walking to and from 
parking areas.

Following the form in which it has been offered each year 
since 1919 at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, England, 
the Nine Lessons and Carols will again be presented at the 
Gualala Arts Center on Christmas Eve.

The audience joins in singing the nine carols: some old 
favorites, some new. Clergy and lay readers represent several 
of the coast faith communities: Mary, Star of the Sea and 
St. Aloysius Catholic Churches of Gualala and Point Arena; 
Light of the Coast – Science of Mind Center, Gualala; St. Paul’s 
Community United Methodist Church, Point Arena; Shepherd 
by the Sea Episcopal – Lutheran Mission, Gualala; Christian 
Science Community, Gualala and Sea Ranch; Starcross 
Community, Annapolis. In addition several of our coast 
community children and youth will contribute to this well-loved 
tradition and celebration, along with a special guest or two.

Donations received at the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
go to support South Coast Crisis Aid (also known as South 
Coast Crisis Line). These donations are the primary source of 
funding for SCCA. Your generosity supports emergency food, 
fuel, bus transportation and lodging assistance throughout 
the year via vouchers distributed by local clergy and by Action 
Network in Gualala and Point Arena. Please make your checks 
out to Shepherd by the Sea, with “South Coast Crisis Aid” in  
the memo line. Thank you!
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The Redwood Grove Event Area 

Kick Off Event!

Join Us at the 
Redwood Grove Project 

Fundraising Kick Off 

Gualala Arts Center 
Jacob Foyer

Sunday, December 13, 4 pm 

Complimentary food & drinks

Learn about improvements 
planned for the picnic area  

and the generosity of the Stone  
Foundation International

Help us turn the picnic area into 
a destination venue and a work 

of traditional stone art.

View the site. See the plans.
Help us make it happen!

More information:
GualalaArts.org.

The Project

The Gualala Arts picnic area, developed and 
lovingly tended by volunteers is up for “new 
and improved” status. Home to the BBQ, pizza 
oven, stage and picnic tables, this area is key 
for food service at major events like Art in the 
Redwoods and the Car Show. It is also the site 
for private events, celebrations and weddings, 
providing a beautiful venue for guests and an 
important source of income to help Bridge the 
Arts Center’s funding Gap. 

After discussions and planning meetings with 
the Stone Foundation International, landscape 
designers, Gualala Arts staff, volunteers and 
local caterers, a design has been prepared 
for improvements and beautification. It will 
solve existing issues like tripping hazards, 
drainage, increased access and access for all, 
level ground and site lines to the stage. The 
plan creates a magnificent, serpentine stone 
retaining wall that will be memorable as a 
work of art in its own right, and new stone 
paths to be built after grading, leveling, and 
clearing of old stumps. The existing redwood 
trees will remain.

Join us in this exciting adventure. Help 
us “Bridge the Gap . . . and Beyond.” We 
need additional funding and offer many 
opportunities to support the project that 
include naming rights and recognition .  

Entry pergola

BBQ and 
Pizza Oven

Artisan dry-stone 
retaining walls
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WORkShOPS & CLASSES | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

how to Register

Sign-up in person 
at the Gualala Arts Center 
Monday–Friday: 10 am–4 pm 
Weekends: noon–4 pm. 

Sign-up by phone
707-884-1138 

Classes must be paid in full at 
sign-up. Visa, MasterCard and 
Discover accepted. Payments 
can be refunded (minus a $25 
non-refundable fee) until the 
“Register by” date. After that date, 
no refunds will be provided. If the 
class does not fill, you will receive 
a full refund. 

Information: 
Details on classes and workshops 
available at GualalaArts.org or 
707-884-1138

December

Gelli Plate 
Monotype
Instructor: Brad Wilson
Saturday, Dec. 5 and 
Sunday, December 6 
10 am – 4 pm

Members $200, 
non-members $225
Register by November 28, 2015. 
After that, check availability.
Materials Fee: $100

Brad Wilson will be offering a hands on workshop using a 
provided Gelli Plate and other necessary materials purchased 
from the materials fee. This workshop will cover additive 
and subtractive techniques. The monotype medium is very 
spontaneous compared to other printmaking methods. 

Upcoming Workshops

JANUARy
1/12 • Tuesdays, Jan 12–Feb 2 • 6:30–8 pm
My Story, My Song with Annan Paterson and Rick Hansen

1/16, 17, 18 • Sat/Sun/Mon, 9:30 am–4:30 pm
Felting and Botanical Dyeing with Carin Engen

MARCH
3/10, 11, 12 • Th/Fri/Sat, 10 am–2 pm
Sandy Ostrau

3/12 • Satuday, 10 am–2 pm
Roll Your Own Sushi with Laura Leigh • Beginners III

3/18, 19, 20 • Sat/Sun/Mon, All Day
Yoga in the Redwoods with Janet McCloud

APRIL
4/9 • Satuday, 10 am–1 pm
Wild Wire Birds with Jonqui Albin • Drawing

MAy
5/8 • Sunday, 9 am–12 pm
Wild Wire Birds with Jonqui Albin • Sketching Walks
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Ongoing Classes 

CLAy STUDIO 
with Doric Jemison-Ball 
Monday–Friday
10 am–4 pm 

MARTIAL ARTS 
with Lini Lieberman-Erich 
Mondays & Wednesdays
6–7:30 pm 

DRAWING & PAINTING  
with Genny Wilson  
Tuesdays & Thursdays
1:30–3:30 pm 

LIFE DRAWING  
Wednesdays 2–5 pm 

AEROBICS 
with Debbie Langwell 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays & Saturdays 
8–9:15 am 

TAI CHI 
with Justine Rosenthal
Mondays 3–4:30 pm

WORkShOPS & CLASSES | GUALALA ARTS CENTER

Save the Dates!  
Stonework Symposium

January 14–28
At Gualala Arts Center January 18–28

The Stone Foundation’s 2016 Stonework Symposium is a dual-venue 
event, starting in San Francisco and continuing in Gualala.

The focus of the symposium in San Francisco is on the Theory 
of Stonework in the public realm, with and emphasis on design & 
appreciation. Attendees will travel to Gualala where the focus will be 
on the Practical Application of Techniques—new and old—with an 
emphasis on Building & Community. The Symposium events, workshops, 
demonstrations and certifications will be hosted by Peter Mullins and The 
Gualala Arts Center.

Thursday, January 14, 2016, 9 am–4 pm. Free to Gualala Arts members. 
A Day of Honoring Millard Sheets
Scottish Rite Masonic Center, San Francisco, CA, 19th Ave & Sloat, directly 
across from Stern Grove Stone Amphitheater
A celebration of Millard Sheets’ artistry and historical association with many 
buildings in San Francisco. Stone Foundation and Gualala Arts members 
Peter Mullins and Tony Sheets host this event as prelude to the Stone 
Foundation Symposium at Gualala Arts Center. 

As a joint endeavor between these two organizations, the Stone 
Foundation will actively participate in the imporvements planned for the 
Redwood Grove Area as part of their hands-on workshops (see p.11).
Workshops and events in Gualala take place between January 18–28. 
To learn more about this joint adventure, visit stonefoundation.org or 
GualalaArts.org 
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Gualala Arts 
Book Club

There is no book selection for 
December 2015. 
 
A holiday party is planned 
for Wednesday, December 
9th at noon. Those attending 
are asked to bring a dish to 
share and a children’s book  
to donate. Phone Paula 
Gordon @ 884-3823 if you 
plan to attend.

January 2016 selecton for 
discussion: 
Bookbinder’s Daughter  
by Judith Fisher

Information: Paula Gordon at 
707-884-3823

Gualala Arts  
Readers Theater

Tuesday, December 1, 7 pm
Readers Theater will have 
its annual potluck and open 
reading. Members are asked 
to bring food to share, their 
own dishes, and something no 
longer than 10 minutes to read.

For info contact Jane Simmonds 
at 707-886-5148

Tuesday, January 5, 7 pm
Readers Theater will read a 
number of one act plays written 
by George Bernard Shaw. 
Listeners and new members 
welcome. Location: Conference 
Room, Gualala Arts Center.

Volunteers Needed
• Sketches mail team once a 
month for a couple hours.
• Tuesday work crew: 
gardening and building 
maintenance.
• Office assistance
• Edible arts: help prepare 
food for events

Call to Artists
Opportunities for artists  
to show their work.

Assemblage: The Art of  
Everyday Discovery
Registration Deadlne: 
December 15, 2015

Visitor Link @  
Gualala Arts
Expecting out of town 
guests? Visiting here 
yourself? GualalaArts.org 
visitor information link offers 
information about lodging, 
restaurants, beaches & 
parks, art galleries, and 
information on the arts 
along the Mendocino and 
Sonoma coasts, Some hotels 
and inns offer Gualala Arts 
discounts —just ask! 

Don’t hesitate to  call the 
Arts Center if you see info 
needing updates.

GUALALA ARTS | GROUPS & UPDATES
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GUALALA ARTS | AND COMMUNITY

Last August, Justine Rosenthal, a teacher at Horicon 
Elementary approached Doric T. Jemison-Ball to ask if North 
Coast Artist’s Guild would help her get a once a month art 
program going for the kids in her class. She had applied for 
and received a $500 grant from Redwood Coast Education 
Foundation for supplies and expenses related to the program.

Doric, President of NCAG as well as Director of Gualala Arts 
Clay Studio, and David “Sus” Susalla, Executive Director of 
Gualala Arts, are always looking for new ways to engage 
young people in the community, so Justine’s request was 
very appealing. Both organizations encourage young artist 
participation in local art shows and competitions.
 
Knowing the best way to get volunteers is to be one first, 
Doric initiated a monthly program. In September he took clay, 
tools and cookie cutters to Horicon, showing the students 
how to make carved clay boxes in the manner of the Chilean 
clay artist Soledad Leonicio, who had exhibited at Gualala Arts 
in May 2015. After boxes, the children delighted in making 
Christmas and Halloween decorations. 

Doric bisque-fired the clay creations at the Arts Center, then 
returned the October session with artworks in hand for the 
young artists to glaze with bright colors. Of his experience 
working with the young artists, Doric says, “Nothing like it ... 
just look at their faces.” The program will be guided by Bonnie 
Saland in December and Jane Head in January. The next 
volunteer could be you. Call Doric to volunteer.

Call to Volunteers

Want to make art with the 
next generation of artists?
Join NCAG and Gualala Arts 
in teaching arts at Horicon 

Elementary School.

Contact: 
Doric Jemison-Ball

707-884-5067

North Coast Artists and Gualala Arts 
Team Up for Kid’s Art
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707-884-1138 
info@GualalaArts.org
GualalaArts.org

Gualala Arts Center
46501 Old State Highway
PO Box 244
Gualala, CA 95445

U.S. Post Paid
Nonprofit Org.

Permit #1
Gualala, CA

95445

January 2016 Event Preview

Friday, Jan 8
Exhibit Opening Reception 
Assemblage 
Gualala Arts Center

Saturday, Jan 9
Exhibit Opening Reception 
Paula Bonham Painting &
Elizabeth Sheets Handmade Books

Tuesdays, Jan 12–Feb 2 
Workshop: My Story, My Song 
with Annan Paterson and Rick 
Hansen  

Saturday–Monday, Jan 16-18 
Workshop: A Weekend of Felting 
and Botanical Dyeing 
with Carin Engin   

Sunday, Jan 17 
Chamber Concert: STZ Trio

January 18-29 
Stone Mason Symposium

Arts Center Holiday Hours
12/14–1/3: Noon to 4 pm daily

Year-End Contributions
Thinking about year end gifts?

Think “Bridge the Gap Funding,”  for Gualala Arts.

We are always grateful for your support and 
contributions that keep Gualala Arts vibrant.

Another great idea ... !
Create a win-win by gifting a memebership  

or tickets to a loved one. What better way to treat 
someone special in your life, and 

 support Gualala Arts?!

Thinking Ahead
Artists, please take note: Art in the Redwoods  

has changed dates to August 11–14 for 2016

Mark Your Calendar: Annual Members’ Meeting 
Wednesday, February 24, 3 pm


