
when you walked into the Coleman Auditorium.  A 
professional Event Planner who has decorated many 
venues for parties, weddings and other events throughout 
California, Kristin volunteers both her time and her vast 
inventory of decorative materials to transform the Center 
into a dramatic interpretation of our special events’ themes.  
Her skill at creating the theme, doing the decorations and 
setting the mood of the event is a big reason that they 
continue to be well attended and appreciated.  In spite 
of being very busy with her own business, she always 
makes time for us.  She makes the maximum use of the 
decorating budget, provides materials out of her own 
inventory, and shares her expertise by coaching others 
when they offer to help. The dramatic and welcoming 
environment of our themed special events would not exist 
if not for Kristin.  For all she does for us, Gualala Arts 
presents Kristin with a 2012 Heart Beat Award.

Ginny Burlage – Known to the Gualala Arts staff and 
regular volunteers as the “Table Cloth Goddess,” Ginny 
is the quiet and seemingly invisible angel who comes in 
after every event and makes sense out of the mayhem 
from groups using and returning the cloths folded in very 
creative ways.  She inspects them, folds them, properly 
inventories them and puts them away.  No one can 
remember how she came to start doing this or for how 
long (chances are the Klagenbergs had something to do 
with it!), but this contribution to the Center cannot be 
overstated.  We never have to worry about there being 
enough clean tablecloths for the many events that require 
them, and unlike some of our storage spaces at the Center 
the table cloth shelves are always immaculately kept, 
labeled and organized by size, color and shape.  Ginny 
constantly models what being a volunteer really looks like, 
finding something that must be done and doing it quietly, 
competently and consistently.  We are delighted to present 
a 2012 Heart Beat Award to “Table Cloth Goddess” Ginny.
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In celebration of its 10th Anniversary in the 
Spring of 2013, the Whale & Jazz Festival 
of the Mendocino/Sonoma coasts will once 
again be presenting diverse, soulful and 
captivating jazz and related improvised 
music.  The festival also celebrates the 
variety of whales that migrate along our 
coast each Spring.  This month long coastal 
festival celebrating the annual gray whale 
migration has become a major attraction 
that includes many diverse jazz events 
along the Mendocino/Sonoma coast.  

Headlined by the Chowder Challenge and 
Main Event at the Gualala Arts Center, 
the festival also features diverse jazz 
performances at several local restaurants, 
inns, the Arena Theater, Annapolis Winery 
and Gualala Arts Center.  Lectures, films 
and art exhibits round out the slate of 
activities.

Admission varies
Gualala Arts Center 707-884-1138

 GualalaArts.org

Whale 
& Jazz 
Festival

March 28 - May 4

get ready for the 10th


