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Botswana Safari Adventure with Steve Gadol
Monday, May 14, 7 p.m.
The vast Kalahari Desert stretches across much of the southern
African landscape. It is a harsh environment. In dramatic contrast, the
Okavango Delta in Botswana floods the heart of the thirsty Kalahari with
life-giving water. Here the Okavango River fans out into a maze of channels
that meander between forested islands. The waters wind through dense beds
of papyrus into marshes and lagoons that are covered with water lilies. The
delta creates a haven for exotic African wildlife.
Huge herds of buffalo and wildebeast travel the grasslands. Families
of elephants wander through the forest and
savannah. Lions, leopard, hyena, and cheetah stalk
through the tall grass in search of prey. North
Botswana is now one of the last remaining major strongholds for the big cats that sit at the top of the
carnivore pecking order. The Delta is also home to a myriad of beautiful and colorful birds. Ibis,
heron, egrets, and storks populate the marshes in large numbers.
Steve Gadol and his wife Jeanne traveled to Botswana in the fall of 2005 to experience this
wonderful environment. Mr. Gadol's presentation will feature video he shot on their safari. You will
see scenes including prides of lions with young cubs playing, groups of elephants swimming in the
river, a leopard in a tree right above its observers, and dancing saddle bill storks during their mating
ritual.
After retiring from the computer industry in 2001, Mr. Gadol has traveled to a number of
the remote regions of the world to photograph and make videos of the wildlife. A $5 donation is requested.

Plein Air Painting Lecture by John Cosby
Monday, May 21, 7 p.m.
As part of his five day workshop, on May 19 - 23, John
Cosby will present a lecture that is open to the public. If you are
not taking the workshop, a $5 donation is requested. John will
discuss color, design, light, and what you see when you paint.
About painting, Cosby says, "While standing on
location, in a place I have never visited, I begin to recognize
what is different from all the other places I have been. I try to
capture that uniqueness." As a plein-air painter Cosby travels
extensively, painting what he sees and feels everywhere he
goes. A bold use of color and an energetic brush stroke are what
you will see and feel when viewing a painting by Cosby.
Born in Hollywood, California, in 1955, Cosby was
raised in the West. At an early age he began to draw and paint
and was lucky enough to have an oil painter as his grandmother. Cosby says, "She would give me the paint, some brushes and
a scrap of canvas and set me off to paint. This early experience took the fear out of creating a painting."
Cosby started traveling at a very early age. At age 18, he was chosen as a communications advance-man for President
Nixon and began to travel the globe, continuing in this capacity through the Ford administration. He met many interesting
people and saw many things, but the things that most interested him were the great works of art he encountered. "They just
haunted me and helped me to set the course for my career as a painter." After leaving the White House, Cosby rebuilt an old
classic sailing sloop designed by Nathaniel Herrishoff and, with a friend who had dreams of being a writer, set sail, cruising up
and down the Eastern seaboard in the inland waterway for 3 years. On that voyage, he began his art career.
"Doing drawings of anything that moved me, things began to sell and my course was set." Upon his return to
California, Cosby began painting the sea and landscape of coastal California and with a strong gallery response, his success as
a painter quickly followed.
Cosby currently resides and maintains a studio in Laguna Beach, California. He works on location around the world
and is represented by some of the finest galleries. Cosby is one of the Founding Board Members of the prestigious Laguna
Plein Air Painters Association, an Artist member of California Art Club and an Artist member of Oil Painters of America. In
1999, Cosby was the Chairman of the Laguna Plein Air Painting Competition, held at the Laguna Art Museum. With his bold
contemporary style, Cosby has captured the imagination of some very important collectors. His work can be found in many
private, public and corporate collections around the world. Cosby is truly an internationally-known artist.

